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President’s Report 

I am pleased to present the following report for 

the 2016-17 financial year on behalf of the U3A 

Kyneton (U3AK) Management Committee. 

It has been a very interesting year for U3AK. Our 

membership numbers have remained almost 

unchanged since the previous report, with a 

total of 142 members at 30 June 2017. A 

pleasing inflow of new members was almost 

matched by the loss, for a variety of reasons, of 

previous members. Ten new members have 

joined since 30 June, possibly attracted by the 

new courses and activities offered in Semester 

Two, so membership appears to have stabilised 

around the 150 mark. This has enabled us to 

offer an increasing range of activities during the 

year.  

Currently, U3AK has 14 active Special Interest 

Groups (SIGs), many of which have been 

operating for a number of years with loyal 

memberships. In a sense, SIGS are the base 

structure of our organisation. When we add 

short courses, excursions, Pods and our 

Friday@U3A program, we have a formidable 

offering of activities to support lifelong learning 

and sociable opportunities for our members.  

2017 has seen an increased focus on short 

courses. In the first semester, we had the 

Tapestry Weaving Workshop (which went on to 

become a SIG), The French Revolution, 19th 

Century Australian Colonial Art, Philosophy 

‘Lite’, and The Men’s Kitchen (which threatens 

to become a permanent fixture). The program 

will continue in second semester, including our 

first foreign language course, something we 

have been keen to offer for many years. 

We have also introduced ‘Pods’, which fall 

somewhere between a short course and a 

Friday@U3A presentation. Members and others 

are invited to develop and deliver a 60-minute 

presentation on a topic of interest both to them 

and our members. At least four Pods will be 

offered in second semester. 

U3AK thanks its SIG leaders, short course 

presenters and Pod-People for their time, 

energy, knowledge and enthusiasm. Our thanks 

also go to excursion leaders and Friday@U3A 

presenters. 

U3AK’s program is what attracts – and retains – 

its members. Two people deserve special 

recognition: Rob Hardy and Alan Moor. Rob has 

been an energetic and imaginative Program 

Coordinator. He has expanded our short 

courses, introduced Pods and supported our SIG 

leaders. Alan has provided an interesting and 

diverse range of Friday@U3A speakers (not an 

easy task) and is our accomplished 

excursionmeister.  

Our financial position remains strong, as 

detailed in the financial report. The Committee 

has again recommended that the annual 

membership fee should remain unchanged at 

$30. We are very grateful for the continuing 

generosity of Elliottprint in sponsoring the 

printing of our newsletter and semester 

programs, a major cost saving for U3AK. Our 

thanks also go to our pro bono auditor, Adrian 

Plowman.  

The search for a permanent home for U3AK has 
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continued – and intensified – during the year. 

Most members will be aware that the existing 

Kyneton Public School (KPS) site will be vacated 

at the end of the year and there at the end of 

the year and there is strong pressure for the site 

to be retained for community use. U3AK and 

many of its members supported the proposal of 

Macedon Ranges Shire Council to allocate 

$10,000 as seed money to fund a community 

consultation regarding future use of the site. At 

the same time, possible use of the KPS site is 

being considered in the wider context of the 

‘Kyneton Town Square’, which includes KPS, the 

Mechanics Institute, the Bowling Club and the 

Library. U3AK is a member of the Kyneton Town 

Square Reference Group, comprising 

community groups and individuals with a shared 

interest in ensuring that KPS and the broader 

area are retained for the widest possible 

community use. 

U3AK has also been involved in meetings with 

Cobaw Health, which has been funded to build a 

new base in Kyneton. Quite rightly, Cobaw 

Health takes a broad view of serving the needs 

of community health. As an organisation very 

much concerned with healthy ageing, U3AK 

shares a strong common interest with Cobaw 

Health. We would very much like Cobaw Health 

to incorporate the accommodation needs of 

U3AK into planning for its new facility. 

In the meantime, we appreciate our long-

standing relationship with KCLC. We also 

acknowledge the support of Kyneton Bowling 

Club and Kyneton RSL Club in making their 

boardrooms available at no charge. 

At last year’s AGM, the management committee 

was joined by three new members: Rob Hardy 

and Linda and Peter Johnson, who ably filled the 

positions of Program Coordinator, Assistant 

Secretary and Membership Officer respectively. 

This year, Margaret Chandra and I will stand 

down, as part of the process of management 

committee renewal. It has been an honour for 

both of us to serve this wonderful community 

organisation. 

I would like to thank the management 

committee for their friendship and hard work 

and all the leaders, presenters, organisers and 

volunteers who have helped to make this 

another successful year for U3A Kyneton. 

Geoff Brookes 

President 
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Member Contributions – 2017 

 

 
 

 
 

 Members who made a contribution  
to the successful running of U3A Kyneton are acknowledged with thanks 

 

Committee Members  
 

President: Geoff Brookes    Secretary: Leigh Baker 
Vice President: Margaret Chandra   Treasurer: Len Baker 
Program Coordinator: Rob Hardy   
Other Committee Members: Alan Moor, Dave Wauchope, Peter Johnson, Linda Johnson 

 

Other appointments for the year 
 

Database Manager: Leigh Baker   Friday@U3A Coordinator: Alan Moor 
Marketing/Publicity: Margaret Chandra  Membership Coordinator: Peter Johnson 
Assistant Secretary: Linda Johnson   Newsletter Editor: Leigh Baker  
Newsletter Distribution: Judy Brady,   Webmaster: Len Baker 

Special Interest Group Leaders as at 30 June 2017 

Art for Fun: Lindy Connell   
Bird Observers: Murray Haby 
The Book Circle: Margaret Chandra   
My Favourite Classical Music: Len & Leigh Baker 
Current Affairs: Dave Wauchope   
Drama:  Anne Hill & Alan Stone  
Tai Chi: Jan McIver       
Tapestry Weaving: Glennis Leary 

Poetry in Motion: Christine Hardy  
Lunch Club:  Leigh Baker 
Mah Jong:  Ruth Gallpen     
Singing: Jenny Shaw  
Stock Market Investing: Geoff Brookes 
Table Tennis: Pam Galbraith    
UFO Craft Group:  Jenny Francis 

Friday@U3A Team:  Alan Moor, Linda Johnson, Bill Caddaye and Doug Lyon  
Computer Workshop: Len Baker 

Short Course and Excursion Coordinators for 2017 
 
Excursions: Alan Moor Men’s Kitchen: Alan Moor Short Courses: Linda Johnson 
 
The Members who have made a presentation at Friday@U3A are acknowledged with thanks,  
as well as others who provided support on subcommittees, for special events, projects and at  
other various times during the year. 

U3A Kyneton’s Mission Statement   

To enhance our members’ lives by providing stimulating learning exchanges and sociable activities. 
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