
 

 
 
 
Recently someone asked me “What is U3A about?” I was somewhat flummoxed for 
an answer. 
 
Improvising with “Well, we do bushwalking and there is a large French group, a book 
study group, a poetry group, cooking for men and folk dancing”. Later of course, I 
thought of the perfect response – U3A is all about doing the things you enjoy. Our 
committee of volunteers, working within a constitution and the rules of incorporation 
and requisite policies; tap into our membership and the wider community to provide a 
rich smorgasbord of enjoyable activities. Some of these are courses and run over a 
number of sessions, others are one off - talks and discussion. Some are outdoors and 
physical, like bush walking or, indoors and physical, like table tennis. Some are both. 
Poetry is sometimes inside, other times outside. 
 
Most importantly, this rich program of variety is generated by networking among our 
members - gossip and talk - to identify interests, skills and expertise. Thus, our 
members become our tutors, presenters and activity leaders. Sometimes all of these. 
Plus, some are also members of the U3A management committee. 
 
In recognition of this, 2022 was declared ‘The Year of the Tutor’ and a Tutors’ 
Orientation Day was held where everything from policies, budgets, using the computer 
management system and how to unlock the Red Brick Hall, were explored and 
explained. And, because our members often become presenters and tutors, a 
welcome to new members day followed. This showcased some of our activities, with 
tutors and member participants showing and explaining what they do and enjoy.  
 
Making all of this possible is our Committee – identifying tutors, developing programs, 
timetabling, budgeting, paying bills and extinguishing the occasional grass fire. I thank 
them all for their commitment and considerable efforts in keeping us all on course and 
in full enjoyment. 
 
Thank you also to our members and tutors for generously giving of their time and 
knowledge and sometimes the use of their homes.  
 
Now farewells. Late in 2021 Peter Johnson, our then President, retired from the 
Committee. Thank you, Peter for your leadership over five years, in particular 
negotiating the use of our now home – the Red Brick Hall.  And thank you for 
overseeing a considerable expansion in membership and programs. Also, a special 
thanks to Linda Johnson as a Committee member and for her excellent support for the 
program during that time. 
 
Finally, the message is, we do much in life because the world dictates. But now, in our 
University of the Third Age, it is all about doing those things we enjoy!  
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